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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 
SCOTLAND AND EIA

We are the lead public body 
set up to investigate, care for 
and promote Scotland’s 
historic environment.

We are identified through 
regulations as a ‘Consultation 
Body’ in the preparation and 
review of Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Reports.



THE TREND FOR DIGITAL IN EIA
FROM ZTV MODELLING TO FULLY DIGITISED EIA 
REPORTS

Digital technology has been 
used increasingly in the 
assessing and reporting of 
environmental impacts.

Some tools we are already 
familiar with.

The trend has toward Digital 
has been accelerated with 
COVID-19 restrictions.



THE TREND FOR DIGITAL IN EIA
THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S DIGITAL STRATEGY



DIGITAL AS A CONSULTATION TOOL
WHERE CAN DIGITAL MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

Digital platforms can make 
EIA more accessible, 
engaging and user friendly 
for consultees and the 
public.

They can create efficiencies 
and reduce paper waste.



ON-LINE PLANNING PORTALS



CROSS TAY LINK ROAD (CTLR)
DIGITAL EIA SCOPING REPORT



WEST CAMBRIDGE MASTERPLAN
DIGITAL EIA REPORT (NTS)



ORKNEY TRANSMISSION INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECT
VIRTUAL REALITY VISUALISATIONS



DIGITAL AS AN ASSESSMENT TOOL
WHERE CAN DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY AID 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS ON THE HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT?

Digital technology can also be 
helpful in understanding and 
assessing impacts on the 
historic environment.

We have seen new tools which 
can assist with this.



SCOPING POTENTIAL IMPACTS
DIGITAL DOWNLOADS



SCOPING POTENTIAL IMPACTS
DIGITAL MAPPING – ARCGIS



SCOPING POTENTIAL IMPACTS
COMPUTER MODELLING – ZTV INFORMATION



SCOPING POTENTIAL IMPACTS
WINDFARM MODELLING – AUTODESK INFRAWORKS



SCOPING POTENTIAL IMPACTS
WINDFARM MODELLING – AUTODESK INFRAWORKS



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
VIRTUAL REALITY & FLYTHROUGH VISUALISATIONS



ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS
VIRTUAL REALITY & FLYTHROUGH VISUALISATIONS



NOTES OF CAUTION

• Automation cannot 
replace professional 
judgement!

• Accuracy of Data / 
Standardisation

• Presentation of 
Environmental Information

• Access and Security
• Inequalities



ANY QUESTIONS?

Alison.Baisden@hes.scot


